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F.0 O ver vie w
Numerous plans ,  guidel ines ,  and strateg ies  have 
covered issues  related to  bic ycle  planning in  Car-
rboro and the surrounding reg ion.  The y have ad-
dressed a l ternat ive  transportat ion,  greenways and 
tra i ls ,  land use ,  and fac i l i ty  des ign standards  on mu-
nic ipal ,  county,  reg ional ,  s tate ,  and pr ivate  le vels . 
Al l  of  these  documents  represent  important  ef for t s , 
prov ide valuable  ins ight  and background,  and have
inf luenced the de velopment of  this  p lan.

The current  plans  are  re v ie wed and summarized be-
low only  as  the y relate  to  bic ycle  planning in  Car-
rboro.  For  fur ther  information on each plan,  p lease 
consult  the re v ie wed document in  i t s  ent irety.

F.1 Lo cal  Plans

C ar rboro Vi sion 2020 (2000)
This  is  a  pol ic y-making document informed by c i t i -
zen input  to  craf t  future pol ic ies  that  ref lect  the v i-
s ions and wi l l  of  the community.   It  i s  d iv ided into 
se veral  components  including programming ,  de-
velopment ,  economic de velopment ,  transportat ion, 
env ironmental  protect ion,  and housing .   The town 
wants  to  maintain i t s  character  and protect  i t s  natu-
ral  env ironment .  

Ke y pol ic ies  af fect ing this  bic ycle  planning ef for t 
are  pul led directly  f rom the document below.  

1.1 Recreation and Park s
 1 .11 The town should encourage and
 support  the de velopment of  greenways and  
 parklands dedicated to  publ ic  use  a long
 streams and easements .  There should be a   
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 network of  connected greenways throughout   
 the town.  These greenways should ser ve as   
 nature tra i ls ,  b ik ing and walk ing tra i ls ,
 w i ldl i fe  corr idors .  Al l  should protect  our    
 natural  env ironment . 

 1 .14 The town should pract ice  and
 encourage ecolog ical ly  sound and
 sustainable  maintenance of  open space,  in-  
 c luding parks  and greenways . 

4.3 Bicycle  and pedestr ian traf f ic 
 4 .31 The town should ful ly  implement i t s
 b ic ycle  and pedestr ian network plan.  This    
 p lan should ident i f y  l inks  needed now   
 a s  wel l  a s  l inks  that  wi l l  be  needed by 2020. 
 4 .32 The town should establ ish connect ions  
 with bic ycle  and pedestr ian ways  in  other
 jur ist ict ions . 
 4 .33 The maintenance of  these  paths  and   
 ways  should continue to  be a  high pr ior i ty. 

4.4 Establi shed Roads 
 4 .41 As a  general  pol ic y,  establ ished roads  
 should be widened to accommodate bike   
 lanes  and s ide walks ,  but  not  to  prov ide
 addit ional  lanes  for  automobi les . 

4.5 New Development 
 4 .51 The town should continue to  require
 de velopers  to  insta l l  s ide walks  and bic ycle   
 paths  in  ne w de velopments . 
 4 .52 Ne w de velopments  should bear  the
 costs  of  upgrading connector  and ar ter ia l
 fac i l i t ies  in  the areas  adjacent  to  their  pro-
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 per t ies  to  the extent  appropr iate ,  including  
 upgrades  to  ser ve pedestr ians  and bic ycles ,   
 g iven the added load to the infrastructure   
 and ant ic ipated use  of  fac i l i t ies . 

5.30 O pen Space ,  Greenways ,  and Natural  Area s 
 5 .31 Carrboro should work to  preser ve open  
 space and greenways through a l l  avai lable
 means ,  such as  direct  purchase ,  conser vat-
 ion easements ,  donat ions ,  and federal  and  
 s tate  grants . 
 5 .32 The town should map a  connected
 ser ies  of  greenways that  are  large enough to  
 ser ve as  wi ldl i fe  corr idors . 

Town of  C ar rboro Re sidential  Traff ic  Manage-
ment Plan for  Speed and Traff ic  C ontrol  (Re vi sed 
2006)
One of  the goals  of  traf f ic  ca lming measures  is  to 
prov ide a l ternat ive  transportat ion modes in  order  to 
reduce automobi le  traf f ic .   In  determining areas  to 
insta l l  traf f ic  ca lming measures ,  b ic ycle  volume is  a 
measurement that  i s  taken into account .   Points  are 
g iven for  e ver y  10 c ycl is t s  on roads with and with-
out  bic ycle  lanes . 

Facilit ated Small  Area Plan for  C ar rboro’s  North-
er n Study Area (1998)
This  document prov ides  planning and goals  for  fu-
ture  land use within Carrboro’s  northern growth 
area .   This  area  beg ins  at  Carrboro’s  town l imits  to 
the south and extends north to  Carrboro’s  jo int  plan-
ning jur isdict ion l ine to  the north.   At  this  s tage ,  the 
area is  fa ir ly  rural  and unde veloped with some es-
tabl ished neighborhoods .  

One of  the goals  i s  to  address  the prov is ion of  ad-
equate  transportat ion routes  including bic ycle ,  pe-
destr ian,  and mass  transit .   The plan states  that 
Carrboro’s  bic ycle  and pedestr ian system should be 
extended into the Study area ,  especia l ly  where high-
er  density  de velopment occurs .   The plan fur ther 
recommends that  a l l  ne w de velopment be designed 
for  easy  bic ycle  and pedestr ian access  with bic ycle 
paths  when poss ible .   It  i s  a  goal  to  acquire  land and 
prov ide of f-road bike ways when poss ible .  

A l i s t  of  poss ible  funding and re venue sources  to 
f inance the recommendations of  this  Plan are  pro-
v ided.   General  obl igat ion bonds are  an opt ion and 
had been used pre v iously  with the 1978 $1.5  mil l ion 
recreat ion bond referendum for  the de velopment of 
the Community  Park and segments  of  the bike way 
system.  

C ar rboro D owntown D e sig n Guideline s
The major i ty  of  this  document addresses  planning 
issues  f rom an urban design standpoint ,  but  there 
is  some mention of  Carrboro bic ycle  fac i l i t ies  need-
ing improvement .   First ,  i t  i s  mentioned as  essent ia l 
to  prov ide a  continuous ,  connected bic ycle  network 
through Town.   In  order  to  reduce the conf l ict  that 
a lready exist s  between automobi les ,  b ikes  and pe-
destr ians ,  the plan suggests  clearly  ident i f y ing bic y-
cle  networks  for  the user  in  addit ion to prov iding a 
system complete  with no gaps .   The plans  goes  on to 
address  the need for  bic ycle  traf f ic  to  be encouraged 
on the downtown streets  by prov iding separate  lane 
systems and bic ycle  racks  at  points  where bic ycl is t s 
change modes of  transportat ion.   “Bic ycle  racks  need 
to be located close  to  a l l  centers  of  business ,  publ ic 
bui ldings ,  p laces  of  publ ic  assembly,  bus  stops and 
so on.   The y should be located near  major  entrances 
and marked for  easy  v is ibi l i ty.”

Fig. F-1. Key policies are 
documented in the Carrboro 
Vision 2020 plan.
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The design guidel ines  recommend that  the exist ing 
system be modif ied and expanded to achie ve separa-
t ion f rom pedestr ian fac i l i t ies ,  c lear  demarcat ion, 
the fur thest  route  poss ible  and a  relat ionship to 
downtown bui ldings ,  which include bike racks  near 
the main entrances .  

Recreation and Park s  C omprehensive Ma ster  Plan 
Update (2006)
The purpose of  this  Plan is  to  e valuate  exist ing rec-
reat ional  fac i l i t ies  and guide the Town in meet ing 
the community ’s  future recreat ional  needs .   An in-
ventor y of  fac i l i t ies  and programs was de veloped 
a long with recommendations and funding guidance.  
A thorough publ ic  input  process  occurred.   Publ ic 
response indicated that  the most  popular  recre-
at ional  act iv i t ies  were walk ing ,  b ik ing ,  swimming , 
hik ing ,  and running/ jogg ing ( in  that  order) .   Since 
four  out  of  the f ive  top responses  involved act iv i t ies 
that  take place on bike paths ,  tra i ls ,  and greenways , 
these  are  a  high pr ior i ty  for  the Carrboro commu-
nity.  

Some of  the top goals  of  this  Plan include the acqui-
s i t ion and construct ion of  greenway tra i l  and bike 
path fac i l i t ies .   Focus areas  include B ol in Creek (ex-
tending f rom Mart in Luther  King Jr  Road to Estes 
Dr ive  Extension,  then to Homestead Road)  and Mor-
gan Creek ( f rom Culbreth Road/Highway 15-501 to 
Smith Le vel  Road at  Frank Porter  Graham School . )  
Also emphasized is  the desire  to  l ink greenway tra i l 
de velopment in  Chapel  Hi l l  and the future construc-
t ion of  the Twin Creeks  Park and Educat ional  Cam-
pus and Carol ina North projects .   Another  goal  pre-
sented is  connect iv i ty  to  reg ional  systems such as 
the American Tobacco Trai l  and Chatham County.  

In  addit ion to greenway de velopment ,  an emphasis 
was  placed on programming to promote and educate 
res idents  on the benef i t s ,  health ,  and safety  of  walk-
ing and bic ycl ing .   Programming should reach a l l 
user  groups ,  including L at ino populat ions .  

A s igni f icant  port ion of  this  Master  Plan update  dis -
cusses  the types  of  greenways ,  acquis i t ion strate-
g ies ,  and design guidel ines  for  greenways .   It  i s  rec-
ommended that  the Carrboro greenway system be 
composed of  s ix  types :

 Type 1 :   No Faci l i ty  De velopment (Natural   
 s tate  green corr idors  for  conser vat ion
 purpose)
 Type 2 :   Low Impact/Limited De velopment  
 (Natural  tra i l  sur face 4-6 feet  wide)
 Type 3 :   Mult i-use  Unpaved Trai l  De velo-
 pment (Compacted crushed stone,  minimum  
 of  8  feet  wide)
 Type 4 :   Mult i-use  Paved Trai l  De velopment  
 (Asphalt  or  concrete ,  minimum of  10 feet    
 w ide)
 Type 5 :   On-road Faci l i t ies  (Side walks  at  5-   
 foot  minimum and bike lanes  at  4  feet
 minimum)
 Type 6 :   Mountain Bike Faci l i t ies  (Of f-road  
 unpaved corr idor  for  mountain bik ing ,
 minimum 6 feet  wide)
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1989 Town of  C ar rboro Bicycle  and Side walk Pol-
ic ie s
This  plan identi f ies  two major  object ives  in  the in-
terest  of  the bic ycle  fac i l i t ies :

 •  Increase  safety  of  b ic ycle  r iders  in  town
   by  creat ing a  ser ies  of  separate  fac i l i t ies
   1 .  Complete  separat ion of  motor  tra-
  f f ic  f rom bic ycle  traf f ic
  2 .  Designated bikelanes  on major    
  s treets  such as  Weaver  Street ,  Jones   
  Ferr y  Rd. ,  Greensboro St . ,  Main St .   
  and Hi l lsborough Rd.
  3 .  Shared roadways on less  traveled
  res identia l  s treets
 •  Access  to  major  dest inat ion points
  1 .  Connect  exist ing bic ycle  system   
  w ith major  community  fac i l i t ies  such  
  a s  schools ,  Town Hal l ,  and the Dow- 
  ntown,  including the Univers i ty
  2 .  The system should expand to
  connect  high density  areas .  An
  example of  such an area is  the apar-
  tment  communit ies  on Smith Le vel   
  Road and BPW Road. 
  3 .  Lower density  de velopments
  should be connected with the
  exist ing system. 

Taken directly  f rom the text ,  pol ic y  requirements 
for  bic ycle  fac i l i t ies  include:

EXISTIN G STREETS 
Considerat ion wi l l  be  g iven to construct ion of  bic y-
cle  lanes  on a l l  exist ing ar ter ia l  and col lector  streets . 
An of f-road bic ycle  path may be bui l t  in  place of  on-

road fac i l i t ies  i f  i t  i s  determined that  bic ycle  travel 
would be better  ser ved by a  separate  fac i l i ty. 

To adequately  ser ve the res idents  or  patrons of  a 
ne w de velopment ,  exist ing roads shal l  be  widened 
to accommodate bic ycle  lanes  a long the f rontage to 
a l low the de velopment to  connect  to  the exist ing bi-
c ycle  network . 

NEW ARTERI AL AND COLLEC TOR STREETS 
Bic ycle  lanes  shal l  be  required to  be constructed on 
a l l  ne w ar ter ia l  and col lector  streets ,  a s  class i f ied 
in  Sect ion 15-210(b)  of  the Carrboro L and Use Or-
dinance. 

As motor  vehicle  traf f ic  and speeds on sub-col lec-
tors ,  local  and minor streets  are  low,  and combining 
motor  vehicle  and bic ycle  traf f ic  would not  create 
a  safety  hazard on these  streets ,  no on-road bic ycle 
lanes  wi l l  be  required. 

CONSTRUC TION STANDARDS 
The fol lowing presumptive  standards  shal l  apply  un-
less  modif ies  in  a  par t icular  case  by the permit  i s -
suing author ity  in  l ight  of  env ironmental  or  other 
publ ic  wel fare  considerat ions . 

 1 .  On road bikelanes  shal l  be  constructed to   
 the same standards  as  the motor  vehicle  po-
 r t ion of  the pavement .  Most  bikelanes  in
 Carrboro are  f ive  (5)  feet  in  width. 
 2 .  Of f-road fac i l i t ies  shal l  be  constructed
 according to  standards  in  AA SHTO Guide   
 for  De velopment of  Ne w Bic ycle  Fac i l i t ies . 
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The plan goes  on to l i s t  the locat ion,  length and sta-
tus  of  exist ing and proposed fac i l i t ies  for  the town 
of  Carrboro.

F.2 Lo cal  Studies

D owntown C ar rboro:   Ne w Vi sion (D owntown Vi-
sioning C har rette  Report  (2001)
This  report  summarizes  the publ ic  workshop process 
and outcomes of  a  downtown community  v is ioning 
process .   The c i t izens  of  Carrboro identi f ied their 
top values  which included divers i ty,  inclusiveness , 
f r iendl iness ,  a  sense of  community,  green space,  and 
walkable  communit ies .   Regarding downtown de vel-
opment ,  b ic ycle  lanes ,  increased publ ic  space ,  and 
connect ions between res identia l  and commercia l  ar-
eas  were l i s ted as  pr ior i t ies .  

Recommendations included a  number of  bic ycle 
fac i l i ty  improvements  including promotion of  bi-
c ycl ing to  reduce congest ion a long with bic ycle 
racks  and s ignage that  are  designed to enhance the 
downtown identiy.   Pedestr ian fac i l i ty  improvement 
recommendations included crosswalks ,  maintained 
s ide walks ,  bulb-outs ,  and pedestr ian-scale  l ight ing .  
A number of  p lanning and pol ic y  recommendations 
were prov ided which mostly  focused on the prov i-
s ion of  s ide walks  of  adequate  width and buf fer  be-
tween the roadway.

Recommendations were de veloped for  downtown 
streets .   A number of  traf f ic  ca lming fac i l i t ies  and 
roundabouts  were recommended.   Speci f ic  to  bic y-
cle ,  recommendations included:

 •  West  Weaver  Street :   Street  reconstru-
   ct ion should include bic ycle  lanes  with
   h igh v is ibi l i ty  cross ings  and refuge is lands .  
 •  Main Street :   Traf f ic  ca lming should be
   insta l led with bic ycle  racks  a long both   
   s ides .  

2005 D owntown Traff ic  Circulation Study
Draf ted by Kimle y-Horn and Associates ,  this  p lan 
ser ves  as  an overal l  report  on exist ing downtown 
features  with a  focus on transportat ion and c ircu-
lat ion patterns .   Current  condit ions as  wel l  as  im-
provement areas  are  outl ined in  the extensive  Im-
plementat ion and Phasing Sect ion of  the Plan and 
range f rom repav ing and restr iping opt ions on local 
downtown corr idors ,  s treet  extensions and bic ycle/
pedestr ian improvements ,  to  Main Street  redesign 
and traf f ic  ca lming measures .    The plan addresses 
current  bic ycle  condit ions as  wel l  as  crash reports 
and identi f ies  the Town’s  major  object ives  and com-
munity  goals  to  improve bic ycle  c irculat ion and 
safety  standards .   The plan bui lds  on pre v ious De-
s ign Guidel ines  and downtown v is ionar y charrettes , 
and s igni f icant  data  col lected f rom local  c i t i zens  of 
Carrboro.   It  includes  a  number of  goals  and objec-
t ives  that  address  bic ycle  networks .  

Bic ycle  fac i l i ty  improvements  that  are  recommend-
ed include:

 •  Restr ipe a l l  intersect ions to  continue
   b ic ycle  lanes  through the intersect ion to   
   enhance condit ions for  bic ycl is t s  to    
   mix with vehicular  traf f ic .  
 •  Continuous bic ycle  lanes  would be
   prov ided throughout  the study area on

Draft Final Report  Page 1 
Prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates  June 14, 2005 

Fig. F-2. An overall report on 
existing downtown features.
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   Main Street ,  Weaver  Street ,  Jones  Ferr y   
   Road,  and a  route  def ined as  Carr  Street ,   
   Maple  Street ,  Roberson Street ,  L ibba
   Cotton bike path,  Rai lroad Street ,  and
   Bre wer L ane
 •  Retain a  contractor  to  complete  a  des ign/  
   bui ld  project  that  wi l l  insta l l  b ic ycle
   detect ion capabi l i t ies  at  a l l  s ignal ized
   intersect ions throughout  Carrboro
   (Consider  us ing v ideo image and tracking  
   system to detect  and process  bic ycl is t s  at   
   selected intersect ions ;  an example of  such
   a  system is  prov ided with the Cal i fornia
   Department of  Transportat ion) . 
 •  As streets  are  repaved in downtown
   Carrboro,  considerat ion should be g iven to  
   restr iping them with 11-foot  travel  lanes   
   and 5-foot  bic ycle  lanes  ( for  state  roads)
   or  10-foot  travel  lanes  on town roads ,  i f    
   feas ible .  
 •  Bic ycle  route  s igns  should be posted on
   s treets  that  prov ide interconnect iv i ty
   between bic ycle  lanes  and shared-use
   paths  radiat ing f rom downtown.
 •  Greensboro Street  corr idor :   Turn
   s tormwater  grates  to  the bic ycle-f r iendly   
   posi t ion and resur face to  remove ruts  and  
   rough edges  between grates  and
   surrounding concrete .
 •  Free space on Main Street  and Weaver
   Street  to  prov ide interconnected bic ycle    
   lanes
 •  Promote bic ycl ing and insta l l  s igns  and
   b ic ycle  racks

2005 Mobility  Report  C ard
This  plan documents  exist ing vehicle  c irculat ion 
and transportat ion modes in  the Town of  Carrboro 
and speci f ica l ly  in  the Bic ycle  Fac i l i t ies  sect ion,  ex-
amines  patterns  of  improvement ,  types  of  fac i l i t ies , 
and bic ycle  act iv i ty.   Exist ing bic ycle  networks  are 
closely  inventor ied and mapped over  the course  of 
two years  with the result s  presented in  di f ferent  f ig-
ures  and charts  throughout  the document .   B ecause 
Carrboro’s  exist ing bic ycle  network is  a lready some-
what  extensive ,  there  is  l i tt le  improvement in  the 
course  of  the years ;  howe ver  the plan concludes  that 
there  are  st i l l  opportunit ies  to  “f i l l  in  miss ing gaps 
and fur ther  enhance the bic ycle  system.”

Bic ycle  act iv i ty  data  was col lected and measured to 
determine peak hours  of  act iv i ty,  locat ions of  ac-
t iv i ty,  and volume of  bic ycl is t s .   The data  re vealed 
that  the highest  le vel  of  b ic ycl ing does  occur in  the 
downtown area ,  where fac i l i t ies  were determined to 
be the most  complete .   Other  bic ycle  paths  in  the 
downtown area such as  the L ibba Cotten Bike way 
and the Francis  Shetle y  Bikepath were descr ibed as 
hav ing a  ver y  high volume of  act iv i ty  with some of 
the highest  counts  in  Carrboro being taken on the 
L ibba Cotton Bike way dur ing a  12-hour per iod.   

The 2005 Mobi l i ty  Report  Card concludes  the doc-
ument by point ing out  that  mobi l i ty  i s  highest  in 
downtown Carrboro.   Also noted in  the f indings  and 
conclusions sect ion was bic ycle  use  and i t s  f luctua-
t ions .   The two main corr idors  (Main Street  f rom 
Davie  Road to Hi l lsborough Road and Hi l lsborough 
Road f rom Greensboro Street  to  Main Street)  were 
used 7  percent  of  the t ime by bic ycl is t s ,  whi le  other 
locat ions ranged in use  f rom 4 percent  to  2 .5  per-
cent .  

Fig. F-3. The 2005 Mobility Report 
Card assesses bicycle facilities.
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2003 Mobility  Report  C ard 
Measurement of  mi les  of  b ic ycle  routes ,  paths  and 
lanes  us ing exist ing fac i l i t ies  through GIS is  used as 
the object ive  of  this  inventor y.   The 2003 Mobi l i ty 
Report  Card document clearly  ser ved as  a  bench-
mark for  the 2005 Mobi l i ty  report  card.   In  2003, 
there  were approximately  34 miles  of  var ious types 
of  b ic ycle  fac i l i t ies  in  Carrboro.   This  data  includes 
actual  b ic ycle  lanes ,  b ic ycle  paths ,  shoulders ,  and 
wide lanes .   Carrboro had 71 percent  bic ycle  lanes 
within c i ty  l imit s  in  2003,  with only  5  percent  bi-
c ycle  paths  and 24 percent  wide shoulders .

B oth the 2003 and the 2005 Mobi l i ty  Report  Card 
do l i tt le  to  make suggest ions as  to  the overal l  im-
provement of  exist ing and/or  future bic ycle  fac i l i -
t ies .   Based on the f indings  and conclusions f rom 
both of  these  Report  Cards ,  i t  seems apparent  that 
downtown fac i l i t ies  are  successful  but  other  areas  of 
the c i ty  need more connect iv i ty.   The bic ycl is t s  are 
out  us ing what  is  exist ing ,  but  a  network of  safe ,  ex-
tensive  lanes  and paths  wi l l  attr ibute  to  the ult imate 
success  of  Carrboro’s  a l ternat ive  mobi l i ty.

Active P roject s  Report  for  O ctober 2007 
This  document ser ves  as  a  summar y of  current  de-
velopment projects  in  Carrboro.   Project  type,  ad-
dress ,  s tatus  and descr ipt ion are  l i s ted.   GWI wi l l 
use  this  information to determine necessar y  out-
reach bic ycle  fac i l i t ies  to  ser ve these  areas  by locat-
ing approved projects  on GIS maps .

F.3 Reg ional  Plans

2030 Long Range Transportation Plan (2005, DCHC MPO)
The Durham-Chapel  Hi l l -Carrboro Metropol i tan 
Planning Organizat ion (D CHCMPO) has  set  a  goal 
to  create  a  “pedestr ian and bic ycle  system that  pro-
v ides  a l ternat ive  transportat ion,  a l lows greater  ac-
cess  to  publ ic  transit ,  and supports  recreat ional  op-
portunit ies .”  Furthermore,  the MPO str ives  towards 
the de velopment of  “a  safe ,  access ible  and convenient 
network of  reg ional  bike  and pedestr ian routes .”   On 
a  reg ional  le vel ,  the Transportat ion Advisor y Com-
mittee  adopted a  pol ic y  of  inclusion for  pedestr ian 
and bic ycle  projects  in  a l l  roadway improvement 
projects .   In  addit ion to fac i l i ty  improvements ,  the 
MPO created recommendations for  educat ion,  en-
forcement ,  and encouragement ( to  prov ide incentive 
to  get  more people  bik ing and walk ing) .  

For  the Town of  Carrboro,  the Plan recommends a 
tota l  of  22 projects  (17 miles)  at  an est imated cost 
of  $4 .8  mil l ion.   The MPO’s  recommended bic ycle 
projects  have been taken into account  dur ing the 
de velopment of  this  Plan.   The projects  are :

BIC YC LE L ANE S:
 •  BPW Club Rd.  -  Tar  Hi l l  Dr.  to  Rock
   Haven Rd. 
 •  Dair y land Rd.  -  Old N C 86 to  Union Grove  
   Church Rd 
 •  Dav ie  Rd.  -  W. Main St .  to  Jones  Ferr y  Rd. 
 •  Farm House/Tramore Connector 
 •  Jones  Ferr y  Rd.  -  Old Greensboro Rd.  to    
   Hw y 54 
 •  N.  L ake Hogan Farm Ext .  -  L ake Hogan   
   Farm Rd.  to  Eubanks Rd.
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 •  Old Fayette v i l le  Rd.  -  Jones  Ferr y  Rd.  to    
   Strowd L ane
 •  Old Greensboro Rd.  -  Jones  Ferr y  Rd.  to    
   Sturbr idge L ane
 •  Old N C 86 -  Farm House Dr.  to  Eubanks   
   Rd.
 •  Quai l  Roost  Dr.  -  Hi l lsborough Rd.  to
   McDougle  School
 •  S .  L ake Hogan Farm Rd.  -  Tramore Rd.  to   
   Homestead Rd.
 •  Seawel l  School  Connector  -  L ake Hogan   
   Farm Rd.  to  Seawel l  School  Rd.
 •  Smith Le vel  Rd.  -  N C 54 Bypass  to  Ray Rd.
 •  Strowd L ane -  Old Fayete v i l le  Rd.  to
   Anderson Community  Park
 •  Tr ipp Farm Rd.  -  Hi l lsborough Rd.  to  Fair   
   Oaks

MULTI-USE PATH S
 •  B ol in Creek Greenway Trai l .   Estes  Dr.  to   
   Old N C 86. 
 •  Morgan Creek Greenway Trai l .  Smith
   Le vel  Rd.  to  Univers i ty  L ake 
 •  Pathway Dr.  -  Cates  Farm Rd.  to  Seawel l    
   School  Rd.
 •  Robeson Place Bikepath -  Eugene St .  to    
   Rand Rd.
 •  Tr ipp Farm Rd.-  Fairoaks  to  Seawel l
   School  Rd.

Joint  Planning Ag reement (O range C ounty -  Town 
of  C hapel  Hill  -  Town of  C ar rboro)  (Amended 
2003)
This  planning agreement ,  whi le  making no speci f ic 
mention of  bic ycle  transportat ion,  establ ishes  the 
env ironment for  coordinated and comprehensive 

planning in  the Joint  Planning Area of  the three en-
t i t ies .   For  long term bic ycle  connect iv i ty,  i t  wi l l 
be  cr i t ica l  for  Chapel  Hi l l ,  Carrboro,  and Orange 
County to  work together  on bic ycle  fac i l i ty  de velop-
ment .

O range C ounty Bicycle  Transport ation Plan 
1999 
This  extensive  bic ycle  plan addresses  fac i l i t ies  on a 
more expansive  scale ,  including the towns of  Car-
rboro,  Chapel  Hi l l ,  and the City  of  Durham.  The 
plan’s  introductor y goals  include prov iding rural  ar-
eas  with routes  that  access  urban areas  within and 
adjacent  to  Orange County as  wel l  as  address ing 
current  fac i l i t ies  by prov iding increased connect iv-
i ty  between these urban areas .

The plan has  outl ined goals  and object ives  for 
achie v ing successful  b ic ycle  fac i l i t ies :
 1.  Construct  bicycle  facil i t ie s  in  O range   
    County that  wil l  make cycling  for  transpo-
    r tat ion purposes  safer,  more convenient ,   
    and more e f f ic ient .
  -  Widen travel  lanes  to  12 feet  and   
     prov ide paved shoulders
  -  Change state  and reg ional  bic ycle   
    t ransportat ion pol ic ies  and
     programs
  -  Dedicate  funding for  better
     sur fac ing ,  maintenance,  and s ignage
  -  Establ ish a  Bic ycle  Advisor y
    Committee  at  the local  and reg ional   
     le vels
  -  Prov ide intersect ion improvements   
    and treatments  including bic ycle    
    pavement markings  and “bic ycle
    sensi t ive”  traf f ic  s ignal  actuators

1

Orange County, North Carolina 

A Bicycle Transportation Plan 
Adopted by the Orange County Board of Commissioners April 6, 1999 

Project Staff 

Fig. F-4. The Orange County 
Bike Plan examines bicycle 
strategies county-wide.
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 2 .  Increa se  safety  on O range County bicycle  
    t ranspor tation routes .
  -  Prov ide educat ion for  adult s  and   
    chi ldren bic ycl is t s  and dr ivers
  -  Improve c ycl ing routes  by
    prov iding route  mapping
  -  Target  i l legal  c ycl is t  and motor ist   
    behav ior  and enforce r ights  regard-  
    ing N C law
  -  Prov ide accurate  acc ident  report ing
  -  Assess  implementat ion with per fo-
    rmance measures  (measures  being  
    annual  number of  mi les  of  road
    lanes  widened to 12 feet  and
    number of  mi les  of  4  foot  shoulders   
    constructed;  a lso the number of
    persons attending the c ycl is t  sk i l l s   
    and traf f ic  educat ion courses

Speci f ic  construction schedules  for  4 ’  paved shoul-
ders  on all  O range County pr imar y pr ior ity  bicycle 
routes  were :
 •  N C 86 f rom Chapel  Hi l l  to  Hi l lsborough   
   and Old N C 10 f rom Hil lsborough to 
   Durham (Pr imar y Route 1  and 1/2 of
   Pr imar y Route 2)  -  by  2005
 •  Remainder  of  Pr imar y Route 2  ( West  10   
   f rom Hil lsborough to Mebane)  -  by  2010
 •  N C Route 2 ,  Pr imar y Route 3  (Old
   Greensboro Road f rom Chapel  Hi l l  to  Ala-  
   mance County)  -  by  2015
 •  Pr imar y Routes  4 ,  5 ,  6  (Er win Road,
   Whit f ield  Road,  and Old N C 86)  -  by  2020
 •  Pr imar y Routes  7  and 8 ( Jones  Ferr y  Road  
   and Mt .  Carmel  Church Road)  -  by  2025

Speci f ic  s trateg ie s  to  improve bicycle  facil i t ie s  and 
prog rams included :
 •  Dedicat ing funding for  bic ycle  fac i l i t ies
 •  Prov ide greater  emphasis  and funding for   
   sur face qual i ty  and debr is  removal
 •  Prov ide end-of- tr ip  fac i l i t ies  (racks  and   
   lockers)
 •  Insure adequate  r ight-of-way is  dedicated  
   a long bic ycle  routes  to  prov ide for  4 ’
   paved shoulders
 •  Str icter  enforcement for  c ycl is t s  and
   motor ist s
 •  Teach Ef fect ive  Cycl ing Course in  schools
 •  De velop incentives  for  major  employers  to   
   promote c ycle  commuting

Final ly,  Orange County bic ycle  commuters  were es -
t imated.   UN C-Chapel  Hi l l  indicated that  approxi-
mately  3 ,396 persons commuted by bic ycle  each day 
dur ing the academic year  (3 .7% of  employees  and 
16.5% of  tota l  s tudents) .

Transport ation Improvement P rog ram (2009-
2015):   Independent P roject s
A document publ ished e ver y  year  by the N CD OT, 
se veral  b ic ycle  projects  are  s lated for  Orange Coun-
ty.   These projects  include:

 •  County wide:   Bic ycle  route  mapping and  
   s igning ( IN PRO GRESS)
 •  Carrboro:   Robeson Place Bike path:   Rand  
   Road to Wesle y  Street .  Construct  Bic ycle   
   Path (UNDER CONSTRUC TION )
 •  Chapel  Hi l l :   Seawel l  School  Road
   b ic ycle  improvements ,  Homestead Road to  
   Estes  Dr ive  (CONSTRUC TION )



TOWN OF CARRBORO, NC

F-�0 | Appendix f: Existing Planning Efforts

D C HC MP O Re g ional  P r ior ity  Li st  for  Bicycle  and 
Pede str ian (D ivi sion 7 -  O range C ounty)
A top pr ior i ty  project  l i s t  exist s  for  bic ycle  and pe-
destr ian improvements  speci f ica l ly.   The ones  per t i -
nent  to  this  e f for t  include:
 •  Old Fayette v i l le  Road (McDougle  School
   to  N C 54)  -  Bic ycle  and pedestr ian
   improvements
 •  Homestead Road (N C 86 to  High School    
   Road)  -  Bic ycle  lanes  and s ide walks
 •  Estes  Extension (S .  Greensboro Street  to   
   Carrboro Town l imits)  -  Mult i-use  path   
   f rom Wil l iams Street  to  Estes  Dr ive .   Add  
   b ic ycle  lanes ,  s ide walks  to  both s ides  of
   the road.   Project  connects  to  wide
   shoulders  on Estes  Dr ive
 •  Southern Rai lway Greenway (Estes  Dr ive
   to  Seawel l  School  Road)
 •  Old N C 86 (Hi l lsborough to Homestead )   
   -  Bic ycle  and pedestr ian improvements
 •  BPW Club Road/Westbrook Dr ive
   Greenway
 •  Old N C 86 (Eubanks to  I-40)  -  Bic ycle    
   lanes
 •  Old N C 86 (Homestead to Eubanks -
   Bic ycle  and pedestr ian improvements
 •  Eubanks (Old N C 86 to  Rogers)  -  Bic ycle   
   and pedestr ian improvements


